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AT BECKER TRIAL

Negro Now Says He Did Not
See Officer With
' Gunmen.

MAN WAS THREATENED,
SAYS DISTRICT ATTORNEY

New York Official Also Declares
Money Was Offered to
y @Gain Denial.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., February 13.—
John B. Johnston, a New York lawyer,
said here tonight that James Marshall,
the negro who was a witness In the
case of Charles Becker, under sentence
of death for the murder of Herman
Rosenthal iIn New York, had signed a
statement tonight in the form of an
affidavit to the effect that he swore
falsely at the second trial of Becker.

Marshall was arrested here last night
on 2 minor charge and was released to-
day. His wife 18 alleged to have made
a remark in the presence of a news-
paper man that Marshall had been an
important witness in the Becker case.

Alleged False Testimony.

When seen later in the day, accord-
ing to Mr. Johnston, Marshall said he
had sworn falsely in the Becker case.
Marshall is said to have testified in the
case that he saw Becker talking to
“Bald Jack" Rose, “RBridgie” Webber
and “Sam” Schepps. In the affidavit
signed by Marshall tonight, Mr. John-
ston sald, Marshall declares he did not
know Rose, Webber or Schepps.

When asked whether he attached any
significance to Marshall’s alleged state-
sments, Mr. Johnson said he regarded

them as “important.”

Mr. Johnson hurried to Philadelphia
late this afternoon at the request of
Becker's chief counsel, who had been
informed of Marshall's alleged state-
ment. Marshall is not under arrest.

District Attorney’s Statement.

NEW YORK, February 13.—District
Attorney Charles A. Perkins declared
in a statement tonight that the testi-
meny given by James Marshall at the
trial of Police Lieutenant Charles
ecker was secured from Marshall
<ubstantially as he afterward gave it
on the witness stand, in the form of an
affidavit within ten minutes after he
was brought Into the distriet attorney's
office upon his arrival in this city be-
fore the trial

Mr. Perkins went into various points
in the afdavit alleged to have been
made by Marshall In Philadelphia.

“The statement made by Marshall Is
absolutely false,” declared Mr. Perkins,
“in so far as it says that he was re-
quested to give his .estimony. He was
never requested by an assistant dis-
trict attorney to do so. when he
reached here he was taken to the dis-
trict attorney’'s office and questioned
about what he knew of the Becker
rase. In ten minutes he had made a
ctatement which was reduced to the
form of an affidavit, substantially
identical with the testimony he gave

t the trial

Money Offered, Is Charge.

“Ever since last Aungust we have
known directly from him that he was
being offered money to make and sign
+ statement to the effect that the tes-
iimony given by him at the trial was
untrue., We also know from him that
he was being threatened and was in
onstant fear of bodily harm, unless he
would make a retraction. He was told
that such retraction would not hurt
him: that there was money in it and
that he would get hurt if he didn’t

nake it."”
IJ-lr_e Perkins sald that Monday the

papers in the Becker appeal probably
would be filed in the district attorney's
sffice for the argument which will take
place about the middle of March before
the court of appeals in Albany. He did
not deny that the affidavit said to have
been made by Marshall in Philadeiphla
might be brought forward as ground
for a2 motion for a new trial, but he
thought it probable in such an event
the court of appeals hearing the mo-
tion would demand the presence of
Marshall himself to corroborate the
affidavit.

DINNER TO BARTHOLDT.

Representative to Retire After
Twenty-Two Years in the House.
A complimentary dinner is to be

glven to Representative Richard Bar-

tholdt of Missouri at Rauscher's Feb-
ruary 25, In recognition of his serv-
ices as a congressman for twenty-two

,¥ears. Representative Bartholdt will

retire from Congress March 4, having

declined to enter the campaign for re-
election.

Members of Congress, government
pfficials and many prominent Washing-
tonians have been invited teo attend

the dinner. Simen Wolf is chalrman
of the committee In charge of the ar-
rangements.

BROWNING GIVES WAY.

Bride-to-Be, Miss Herman, Holds At-
tention of Literary Club.

Because Miss Florence Herman, a
Browning disciple, is engaged to wed
Bldney West, the Browning Club gave
over consideration of the metrical ef-
forts of its favorite author and dis-
cussed the gastronomic harmonics of a
good dinner at the Ebbitt House in
honor of the bride-to-ba last night.
Trousseau, with the dependent consid-
eration of lingerie, traveling gown,
wedding costume and adjunct toilets,
‘as a topic of tremendous moment, dis-
placed poetic mysteries of composi-
tion.

Those present, besides the bride-elect,
were: Mrs. A. L. Dembitz, Miss Hilda
B. Stein, Miss Mattie Rosenberg, Miss
‘Julu Levy, Miss Liza Hoexter, Miss
Hila Schrenthal, Mrs. Charles Flesher
and Miss Hattle Stein.

49,000 TURKISH PRISONERS
SENT NORTH INTO RUSSIA

LONDON, February 13, 9:32 p.m—
Forty-nine thousand Turkish prisoners,
Including 527 officers, have passed
through FPyatigorsk, In the territory of
Terek, Cliscaucasia, en route to the in-
terior since the war with Turkey be-
gan, according to the Petrograd cor-
respondent of Reuter's Telegram Com-
pany.

The sama dispatch says that George
T. Marye, ambassador from the United
States to Ru=sia, today formally com-
municated to the Russian foreign office
the German declaration of intention
to blockade the Hritish Isles.

MAJ. FRANCE TO COMMAND
GERMAN FORCES IN AFRICA

EBERLIN, February 13, by wireless to
payville, L. 1L.—Maj. France, a noted
military leader during the Hottentot
rebellion, has been appointed com-

" *mander of the colonial troops in Ger-
1 4

Fﬂ Bouthwest Africa,
he Overseas News

PUEBLO, Col., February 13%—After
more than a month’s delay a jury was
obtained today for the trial of the so-
called Laveta murder case, in which
eight miners are charged with the mur-
der of three mine guards and a chauf-
feur in the recent coal miners’ strike.
The trial began January 4.

The killing occurred near Laveta,
Col.,, November 8, 1913. The victims
were on their way from Laveta to the
Oakdale mine, when, according to the
charges made by the state, they were
fired upon by strikers.

J

NEWARK IS SELE
FOR INVASION BY FEDS

Independents Also May Place Team
in Bronx—Have Option
on Grounds.

NEW YORK, Febrmary 13—Patrick
Powers and Harry Sinclair, owners of
the floating Kansas City Federal
League franchise, have definitely de-
cided to locate their club in Newark, it
was declared tonight by a man promi-
nent In Federal League counsels.
This, it is saild, however, does not
necessarily mean that New York will
not be invaded by the Federals this
vear. It was declared on apparently
good authority that another Federal
League franchise also will be shifted
within the next ten days, and that its
destination was likely to be upper Man-
hattan or the Bronx, in New York city,
or Cleveland.

Have Option on Grounds.

It also became known today that the
Federal League holds an option on the
grounds at Kingsbridge, where Frank
Farrell had intended to build his park
for the New York Americans. Willlam
Devery, another former owner of the
local Americans, still holds this prop-
erty. Col. Jacob Ruppert, jr., one of
the mew owners of the Yankees, held
a first option on it, while the Federal
League held a second option. It is
said that Ruppert has permitted his
option to expire, not regarding the
property as favorable to the purpose,
and that the Federals consequently
now hold a first option.

OTTO H. KAHN DONATES
HOME FOR BLIND SOLDIERS

LONDON, February 13, 9%:05 pm.—
Otto H. Kahn, the American banker,
has placed at the disposal of a com-
mittee appointed to care for and edu-
cate soldlers and sailors who have been
made blind in the war his London resi-
dence, St. Dunstan's Lodge, Regent's
Park, which has fourteen acres of
ground.

The committes, which is under the
chairmanship of C. Arthur Pearson,
honorary treasurer of the National In-
stitute for the Blind, who himself is
blind, has raised a fund “to teach the
blind to be blind.”

The men are being taught to read
and write and are being instructed in
typewriting, farming and other useful
occupations, besldes learning sports
and games.

POINCARE SIGNS BONDS
FOR ONE BILLION FRANCS

PARIS, February 13, 5:15 p.m.—Presi-
dent Poincare today signed a decree
authorizing the fssue of one billion
francs ($200,000,000) national defense
bonds, bearing 5 per cent Interest at
the emission price of 96 francs 50 cen-
times, and payable at par In 1925. The
government reserves the privilege of
redeeming the bonds after 1920.

The bonds are exempt from Iincome
and other taxes. They are to be ad-
mitted to the official bourse quotations
and are to be issued February 25 in
sums of from 100 francs (320) up.

MYSTERY PARTLY SOLVED.
Secret Service Head Finds Silk Fiber
Paper Stolen From Treasury.
Special Dispatch to The Star.

CHICAGO, February 13.—The mys-
tery of the disappearance of 1,000
sheets of silk flber paper from the of-
fices of the Treasury Department (n
Washington more than three years
ago was solved partly today by Wil-
liam J. Flynn, chief of the United
States secret service. The paper, which
is used for making money, was recov-
ered by Chief Flynn in Toledo, Ohlo,
Friday and brought to Chicago.

Ever =ince it was stolen three years
ago, the operatives have been on a
constant loockout for counterfelt
money, it being feared the thleves
would manufacture notes out of the
paper.

It is believed that some of the cul-
prits involved in the theft are in hid-
ing in Chicago, and Mr. Flynn came
here to aid in laying plans for their

capture.
Every sheet of the entire lot of 1,000

was recovered. It was found In a suit
case wrapped in heavy newspaper.

STUDENT EVENTS FOR WEEK.

George Washington University Ac-
tivities Will Be Numerous.

George Washington University an-

AGAINST THE EARTH

Solicitor General Davis Af-
firms Solidarity of People
of United States.

ADDRESS AT BANQUET
OF WEST VIRGINIANS

Pays Tribute to President Wilson's
Courage and Achievements—Other
Speakers and Themes.

That the people of the United States
will stand together against the world iIf
trouble should come was asserted by
Solicitor General John W. Davis of West
Virginia In an address at the first an-
nual banquet of the West Virginia So-
clety of Washington at the Hotel Pow-
hatan last evening. Mr. Davis made his
declaration referring to the statement
made in {TNle press that Count von
Reventlow, the German writer, had said:
“It milght incidentally be questioned
whether the people of the United States
would do the same (stand behind their
government, as in Germany) under the
Same circumstances.”

“When he said we would present no

such appearance of sodlidarity, my
friends, he spoke without knowledge
of the American people,” declared the
speaker. “Democrats or republicans,
we stand for America against the
world, and for the President of the
United States so long as he fills that
office.”
He paid high tribute to the Presi-
dent, comparing him to Washington
and Lincoln, both of Whom, he 8aid,
had been as severely condemned by
their political opponents as has Presi-
dent Wilson. He declared that few
Presidents have ever held office under
heavier burdens than those now rest-
ing on the incumbent. Mr. Davis fur-
ther declared that history will say of
President Wilson that he Was unsur-
passed in courage by any and in de-
votion and achievements by few. The
toast which he offered, “The President
of the United States,”™ was drunk by
the entire assemblage standing.

Addresses by Others.

Representative Howard Sutherland
made a plea for greater facilities for
education for the youth of West Vir-
ginia and the improvement of roads
in the state. ‘He alluded to the fact
that West Virginia 1s a prohibition
state and that its youth are to drink
*“only the pure waters of the state.”

Representative James A. Hughes in
his toast to “Her fair daughters and
how they bless us,” declared that
“This is a woman's era.”

*“She no longer ministers to our com-
fort and enjoyment to the exclusion of
the larger things of life,” he said. “She
is taking an active interest in publie
a®airs. She has done much for the
uplife of humanity, and as the years
roll on ehe will do more and more, and
the fair daughters of West Virginia
will be found doing their share of the
noble work of making the world a
better place to live in.

Senator W. E. Chilton presided. A
letter of regret was read from former
Senator Henry G. Davis, who was un-
able to be present. Other speakers
were RHepresentative M. M. Neely, HRep-
resentative H. H. Moss, Mrs. W. G.
Erown, wife of Representative Brown,
who was known on the stage as Izetta
Jewell, and Miss Leonora M. De Grange.

List of the Guests.

The guests included Thomas Alder-
ton, W. C. Amos, Judge and Mrs.
George W. Atkinson, Louls W. Atkin-
son, Representative 5. B. Avis, Henry
A. Baker, Henry S. Baker, Miss Jose-
phine Baker, Lester W. Baker, Mr. and
Mrs. H, V. Barrett, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles W. Bateman, D. W. Beach,
B. H. Booher, Mrs. M. C. Bovey, Miss
Lucy Brown, Representative and Mrs,
W. G. Brown, Willlam E. Braitha-
waite, F. D. Byington, Miss Helen L.
Byrne, Dr. and Mrs. Rolia Camden,
Senator and Mrs. W. E. Chilton, L. A,
Cochran, Miss Helen Crennan, Henry
G. Davls, Solicitor General John W.
Davis, Col. and Mrs. J. William
De Grange, Miss Lenora M. De Grange,
Raymond B. Dickey, Dr. W. E, Dieffen-
derfer, Henry F. Dolan, Henry C. Dun-
can, Theodore A. Eversole, Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas W. Fleming, A. 5. Flem-
ing, Miss Elizabeth Frye, Mr. and Mrs.
D. W. Gall, Mr. and Mrs. William T.
George, Mrs. D. C. Godwin, Senator and
Mrs. Nathan Goff, Edward C. Guinn,
Capt. Joseph E. Hart, D. W. Heson,
Mrs. E. P. Hinkel, Dr. and Mrs, A. D,
Hopkins, Dr. and Mrs. T. J. Howerton,
Miss Mary Hudgel, Representative and
Mrs, James A. Hughes, Miss Johnson,
Miss Charlotte Johnston, Mrs, L. Ken-
ny., J. H. Kesecker, Mr. and Mrs
Charles H. Knott, Dr. John O. Knott,
J. C. Lacy, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Lowe,
Capt. and Mrs. James A. Macauley,
Mrs, C. K. McDermott, Floyd McDon-
ald, Miss Julia McFarland, H. 5. Me-
Kinley, Mr. and Mrs. T. Frank Mor-
gan, Representative and Mrs. M. M.
Neely, Mr. and Mrs, J, Byron Nicker-
son, Miss Mary E. Paxton, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert F. Peet, Dr. F. H. Pipes,
James R. Pipes, J. Roy Pipes, Gen. and
Mrs. W. W. Scott, Harry G. Schaffer,
Mr, and Mrs. Todd C. Sharp, Miss Anna
Sharp, Harry L. Sherrick, Wade H.
Skinner, Col. and Mrs. C. B. Smith,
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Stevens, Miss Har-
riet Stone, Miss Helen Stone, J. J.
Stone, Representative Howard Suther-
land, J. Frank Thompson, Mrs. Hester
B. Tritipoe, J. A. D. Turner, W. A,
Turner, N. M. Waggener, Mr. and Mrs,
Joseph E. Weber, Willlam H. Wentz,
Mrs. Nelson Whittaker and Miss Sophia
Wright.

The board of governors of the so-
ciety is composed of D. W. Gall, C. M.
Shinn, Henry 5. Baker, R. E. Lowe,

nounces the following student activi-
ties for the week:

Tomorrow, 8 p.m—Meeting of the |
Glee and Mandolin clubs, assembly hall |
of the Arts and Sciences building, 2023
(; street northwest. |

Tuesday, 7:45 p.m.—Interfraternity
Bowling League games at Speedway |
alleys, 14th and P streets northwest;
Alpha Beta Phil vs. Alpha Kappa
HKappa and Sigma Alpha Epsilon vs. Theta
Delta Chi.

Wednesday, 8 p.m.—Basket ball game
with Syracuse University at Syracuse,

Thursday, 7:45 pm—Sigma Chi
bowls Phi Sigma Xappa and Kappa
Alpha meets Sigma Phi Epsilon in In-
terfraternity lLeague games; 8 pm.,
basket ball game with Franklin and
Marshall University at Lanecaster, Pa,

Friday, &% p.m.—Annual banquet of
the Chemical Soclety at Hotel Con-
tinental; 8 p.m., University Orchestra
meets in assembly hall; 8 p.m., basket
ball game with Seton Hall at South
Orange, N. J.

Batgrday, 8 p.m.—Basket ball game
with Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute
at Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Walling to Talk on War.

“War—Ita Economle Causes and
Remedles,” i{s to be the subject of an
address by Willlam English Walling
of New York at 8§ o'clock Wednesday
evening at the Publle Library, under
auspices of the newly organized
Washington alumni chapter of the In-
tercollegiate Socialist Society.

Prohibition Advocates Win.
S8ALEM, Oreg., February 13.—The
first test in the Oregon state senate
on the prohibition bill passed by the
house came today. The result was a

victory for the advocates of a strict
law. The minority report of the com-
mittee on xlco}ollc traffic, opposing Im-

Dr. Rolla Camden, H. C. Duncan, W. E.
Braithawalte, William T. George, Col
J. Willlam De Grange and Capt. Joseph
E. Hart.

The committee on arrangements con-
sisted of Col. J. Willlam De Grange,
chairman; Mrs. W. G. Brown, vice
chairman; Mrs. €. B. BSmith, Miss
lenora M. De OGrange, William T.
George and William E. Braithawaite,

The reception committee consisted of
Dr. Johr O. Knott, chairman; Henry
F. Dolan, J. Roy Pipes, J. Byron Nick-
ereon, Todd C. Sharp, Joseph E. Weber
and C. H. Knott.

BANDITS HOLD UP BANK;
RUNNING FIGHT FOLLOWS

One North Dakota Robber Captured.
Texas Bank Also
Looted.

WILLISTON, N. D., February 13.—En-
tering the Medicine Lake State Bank
at Medicine Lake, Mont.,, today, two
youthful bandits forced the cashier to
hand over $3,000 In currency and es-
caped. A posse overtook them as they
were riding toward the North Dakota
line and in a running battle one of the
bandits was wounded and captured. His
companion escaped.

Texas Bank Is Robbed.

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., February 13.—
Three unmasked men robbed the Mer-
chants and Mechanics’ Bank of about
$1,100 shortly before noon today and
escaped in a stolen automoblle.

They entered the bank when Presi-
dent L. B. Randall was alone, locked
him in a closet and rified the cashier's

portant a8 to the
was adopted by & vote of 15 to 13.

till, The bank is in the middle of the
Mexican business sectiom.
3

PEKING, China, February 13.—The
Chinese government yesterday dellvered
to the Japanese legation at' Peking a
written reply to the demands recently
made by Japan on China.

The contents of the Chinese answer
have not been divulged. It is the general
telief in Peking, however, that the reply
reiterates China's willingness to discuss
only twelve of the twenty-one demands
contained in the Japanese note.

RAILROAD SHIPS MAY
PASS THROUGH CANAL

Interstate Commerce Commission
Ruling So Interpreted by South-
ern Pacific Officials.

SAN FRANCISCO, February 13.—As
understood at the offices of the Souther
Pacific Company here today, the inter-
pretation of the Panama canal act
given by the interstate commerce com-
mission permits vessels of the Paclfic
Mail Steamship Company to operate
through the canal between Mazatlan,
Mex., and polnts on the Atlantic pea-
board.

In its petition for a ruling, the com-
pany laid stress on thls point because
it has terminal connections by rall
with Mazatlan, and plans, now held in
abeyance until the return of peace and
stability in Mexico, contemplated im-

portant development of the company’s
Mexican system.

Decision Hoped For.

Beyond the brief statement that the
decision was what the Southern Pacific
had hoped for and expected, President
Sproule had nothing to say for publica-
tion.

At the offices of the Pacific Malil
Steamship Company, which is owned
by the Southern Pacific Company, It
was explained that two Pacific Malil
lines are operated. One route iz via
Honolulu, Yokohama and Manila o
Honghkong and Shanghai. The other
is between San Francisco and ports in
western Mexico and the west coast of
Central America.

Before passage of the Panama canal
act it was planned to inaugurate a
service from San Franclsco to New
York. Contracts for new vessels to be
placed on that run had to be abandon-
ed. The Pacific Mail never has operat-
ed vessels through the canal,

SUGGESTION OF PLAN
FOR PEACE IN EUROPE

Robert J. Thompson Recommends
U. S. Commission to Confer
'With Warring Powers.

Epecial Dispatch to The Star.

CHICAGO, Ill., February 13.—In an
“open letter” addressed to Mr. Bryan,
the Secrétary of State, Robert J.
Thompson of Chicago, recently Ameri-
can consul at Alx la Chapelle, Ger-
many, explains that he resigned from
his post last month “purposely to be
free from officlal restrictions in re-
porting facts of the European war
sltuation as he had found them.”

“The chief question now for the United
States is what we can do to prepare our-
selves for, and to aid in, bringing about
peace—a peace that cannot again be
easily disturbed.

Proposes a Commission.

“I propose that a peace commission be
at once formed by Congress to be com-
posed of dur two ex-Presldents and three
others who shall be authorized to con-
fer at once with the powers at war,
with a view to bringing about a cessa-
tion of hastilities and that they be fur-
ther authorized to complete disarmament
at sea and on land of the several pow-

ers of the world. It will come to this
eventually. Why not arise to the occa-
sion and prepare for it now?"’

The actuating cause of Mr. Thomp-
son’'s withdrawal from the service, it
is stated, was the receipt from the De-
partment of State November 5, 1914, of
an official Instruction ordering him to
dlscontinue certain Investigat'ons which
he had begun, more particularly in re-
spect to reported acts of cruelty and
reprisal, credited to Belgians, Germans
and French, upon the scene of war.

BODIES BURNED TO CRISP.

George Knox and His Cook Found

in Ruing of Home..

SHREVEPORT, La.,, February 13—
Burned to a crisp the bodies of George
Knox, white, and Lila Hall, his aged
negro cook, were found today in the
ruins of a house on the bank of
Twelve-Mile bayou, four miles north
of this city. W. D. Jeffrey, a white
man, who resides nearby, has been
placed under arrest, charged with kill-
ing them and setting fire to the
house,

According to Jeffrey's story he heard
shots at the Knox place last night, and
afterward saw the house burning,

but did not go to the scene for fear he
would also be attacked.

ARTISTS TO GATHER.

To Discuss Providing a Home Tues-

day Evening.

The Washington Soclety of Artista
has issued Invitations for an informal
gathering Tuesday evening at 1006 H
street northwest, at which Miss Mary
A. Cryder will speak on the subject
of a “Washington Home for Al the
Arts,” Mrs. Nina Allender will read a
paper on the “New Movement in Art,”
written by Morton Schamberg and pre-
sented by him before the Pennsylvania
Academy, Mr. George Julien Zolnay
will recount his first professional ex-
perience and there will be musical
numbers by Miss Grace Cramer, so-
prano; Miss Ann Tuochy, contralto;
Haron Sokolove, violinist, and John R.
Monroe, pian:st.

ORPHANS TO BE CARED FOR.

Cardinal Gasparri Will Look After
Italian Quake Victims.

ROME, February 13.—Pope Benedict
today addressed a letter to Cardinal
Pletro Gasparri, papal secretary of
state, intrusting him without lmit to
supervise the work of rescuing and
caring for the children made orphans
by the earthquake.

All such orphans, without discrimina-
tion, are to be given homes and are to
be reared and educated and records
are to be secured showing their parent-
age.

Norwegian Society Plans Banquet.
The Norweglian Society held a brief
meeting at the Raleigh Hotel last
night, at which plans for the annual
banquet were discussed. The banquet
probably will be held May 17, the na-

tional Holiday of N .
holiday of Norway. President

DISARMAMENT PLAN

Speaker Proposes Limiting
Military Power of Nations
on Percentage Basis.

WOULD HAVE PRESIDENT
ACT AFTER THE WAR

Broaches Project at Banquet of Mis-
souri Society—Other Noted

Speakers Heard.

Congressional =zction directing the
President of the United States to pro-
pose to the nations of the world dis-
armament by percentage was proposed
by Speaker Clark in the course of an
address delivered by the Speaker last
night at the fifth annual banguet of
the Missour! Soclety of Washington,
D. C.,, at Rauscher's.

After other speakers had praised Mis-
sourl from the days she was born into
statehood and had eulogized her sons,
past and present, Champ Clark was in-
troduced by Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral A. M. Dockery, a former governcr
of the state. The BSpeaker reviewed
the political history of the state, sald
a few good words about Iowa, repre-
sented at the banguet by Representa-
tive Prouty, also eulogized a few of
Missourl's political lights, and finally
the hope that the present European
war would soon be ended.

“After the war Is over,” he sald, “I
am in favor not only of requesting but
directing the President of the United
States to propose to all the nations
of the world disarmament by percent-
age. You cannot expect one nation
to start the disarmament without some
assurance that others will follow. I
think this nation owes it to the world
to start the work of disarmament for
this reason: It is the strongest and
richest nation on the face of the earth,
and the geography ia such that she is
practically immune from attack from
any nation.”

Compares 0ld and New Guns.

Former Senator Francis Marian Cock-
rell of Missouri also reviewed the hor-
rors of tha present European war,
compared the war machines used now
with the guns of the 60's, and ex-
pressed the hope that absolute disarma-
ment would be the result of the over-
sea conflict.

Representative S. F. Prouty of Iowa
deplored the Inabllity of the American
people to think quickly. He declared his
experlence with the efforts of legislative
bodies to pass new laws had indicated to
him that the people do not think. It
takes the American people about half a
century to think, he said.

After tracing the history of the ef-
forts of legislative bodles to take away
some of the special privileges enjoyed
by the rich and to make them ehare the
burdens of the poor, Representative
Prouty declared that in these modern
times there had been an honest and
sincere awakening of the people to
correct the wrongs that had been
thrust upon them. Becretary  Wilson
of the Department of Labor also spoke,
Representative Joe J. Russell, presi-
dent of the society, presided.

Senators Willlam J, Stone and James
A, Reed of Missouri, who were sched-
uled to speak, were unavoidably kept
away, according to an announcement
made by Gov. Dockery.

Those present were: Representative
Joe J. Russell and Mrs. Russell, As-
sistant Postmaster General A. M. Dock
ery, Bpeaker Champ Clark and Mrs.
Clark, Repreeentative 8. F. Prouty
and Mrsfi Prouty, Rev. E. A. Sersmith,
Secretary William B. Wilson of the
Department of Labor, Miss Wilson,
former Senator F. M. Cockrell, former
Gov. Joseph W. Folk and Mrs. Folk,
Dr. 8. B. Laws and Mrs. Laws, Rep-
resentative J. W. and Mrs. Alexander,
E. H. and Mrs. Andrew, Frederick H.
and Mrs., Austin, J. C. and Mrs. Bay,

Representative J. L. and Mra. Balty,
Mias . Barpes, John F. and
Mrs. Beal, John F. Beal., jr.; Repre-

sentative Charles F. Booher, Herman
Borth, A. B. Caruthers, Mr. Cochran,
W. C. Dean and Mrs. Dean, Repre-
sentative Perl D. Decker, Joe Doyle,
Albert Ennis, John H. Florin, Free W.

W. and Mrs. Gast, Clifford
H. Harwood, Irbie C. Henry,
W. 8. Hathaway, Lon S. Haynes,

W. N. Holmes and Mrs. Holmes, Rep-
resentative Willlam L. Igoe, Miss
Beryl Ingram, Dr. F. W. Jenne and
Mrs. Jenner, Joe P. Johnston, Eliza-
beth Jones, Capt. John J. Knapp and
Mrs., Knapp, Mras. Randolph Harrison,
George Land, James T. Lloyd and Mrs.
Lloyd, Thomas L. Lloyd and Mrs. Lloyd,
Sam R. Lloyd, Miss Mary Louden,
Oliver C. McCardel and Mrs, McCardel,
Miss Katherine L. McCardel, Miss Vera
McGlothlin, Miss Mary McNutt, James
8. Mcllhenny, H. H. Marmaduke, Fred
L. Moore, Mr. and Mrs, E. J. Newmeyer,
Hubert Newsom, Mr. and Mra. B. J.
Northeott, F. B. Northcott, D. W, Pet-
ers, Mr. and Mrs. D. D. Ransdell, Mr.
and Mrs. Howard 5. Reeside, Mr. and
Mrs. Wendell M. Reed, Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley H. Ridings, Lee T. Robinson,
Mr. and Mrs. Otis J. Rogers, Mr. and
Mrs. George A. Roes, Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas L. Rubey, Mrs. Elizabeth Rus-
sell, Miss Kate Kneisley, Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth A. Shaw, Mr. and Mre. Leland
P, Shidy, Miss Simpson, Mr. and Mrs,
Otis J. Singleton, Mrs. Emma L. Sliter,
E. L. Parker, Mr. and Mrs. A, H. Stev-
ens, Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Tieman, Miss
Mildred Tong, Mr. and Mrs. R. M.
Thomas, Miss Alice Trefts, Miss Mabel
E. Underwood, Miss Julia Underwood,
Mr. and Mrs. Edson L. Whitney, C. C.
Willlams, C. C. Woods, Mr. and Mrs.
0. W. Wratt.

CABINET MEMBERS T0 SPEAK.

Plans Under Way for Annual Din-
ner of Southern Society.

Five members of the cabinet — the
Attorney General, the Postmaster Gen-
eral and the Secretaries of State, War
and Treasury—are announced to speak
at the annual dinner of the Southern
Soclety, to be held February 27 at the
New Willard Hotel. In addition the
toast list includes the names of Speak-
er Clark, Col. John Temple Graves,
Senator Lewls, Assistant Secretary of

War Breckinridge, Representative
Claude Kitchin and Representative
Thomas Heflin.

President Claude N. Bennett an-

nounced the membership of the ban-
quet committee, as follows: Col. Neyle
Colquitt, chairman; Mrs. Samuel Spen-

cer, Henry 8. Breckinridge, assistant
secretary of war; Mrs. Harry Cary.
Representative Charles M. Galloway,

Mrs. Claude A. Swanson, Robert T.
Scott, Mrs. John Franklin Little and
Senator James Hapllton Lewls. .

EKENTUCKY CLUB PLANNED.

Mavement for Organization of For-
mer Residents of State.

Washington 18 to have a Kentucky
club. Plans for Its organization are in
the hands of Joseph E. Goodkey of the
government printing office. Practically
all the states are represented In the
capital by similar organizations, and
it is desired to place the blues grass
commonwealth on the list.

There are many former Kentuckians
who are now residents of the District,
and it Is expected that a club can be
formed with a large Initial member-
ship. Mr. Goodkey requests those who
are willing to assist in the formatlon
of the soclety to send their names to
him in care of post office box 24032,
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GALVESTON, Tex., February 13.—The
steamer Oliver J. Olsen ealled from here
today for Bremen, via Hampton roads,
with a cargo of 4,000 bales of cotton
aboard.

The steamer Leelenaw, recently pur-
chased by a local firm, cleared today
for Bremen with 6,000 bales. She s ex-
pected to =ail tomorrow.

Cotton receipts here for the season to
date are 2.943.088 bales. This is 2,623

less than receipts for the same period
last year,

URGES “TWO PLATOONS”
FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT

H. J. Councilor Delivers lllustrated
Talk Before the Home
Club.

Advocacy of the “two platoon” sys-
tem for the Washington fire department,
providing for one shift of ten hours and
another of fourteen hours, was made by

10 ASSERT RIGHTS

Dr. Rowe of University of
Pennsylvania Advocates In-
ternational Conference.

TRADE NEUTRALIZATION
OBJECT OF SPEAKERS

Pezet, Da Gama and Bthm_ Address
Gathering at Republican
Club in New York.

NEW YORK, February 13.—Concerted
action on the part of the republics
of the American continent to assert the
rights of neutral trade In American
waters in the present war was advo-
cated by Dr. L. 8. Rowe of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, in an address on
“America’s Duty In the Present Cri-

H. J. Councilor of the religious depart- ! s18,” dellvered at the luncheon of the

ment of the Y. M. C. A, in an illus-
trated lecture before the Home Club, 14
Jackson place northwest, last night
The lecture, which was illustrated with
about six dozen slides and three reels of
motion pictures, was given for the bene-
fit of the Firemen's Association.

Mr. Councilor declared that increasing
the city fire force by fifty-two men would
make the two platoon system possible,
and thereby do away with the present
condition whereby the wife of a fireman
is “a widow four-fifths of the time”
the fireman getting but one day In five
off duty.

Increase in Force Urgent.

The speaker laid particular stress upon
the Increase of force, declaring it to be
one thing above all others of which the
District fire department is in need. The
firemen's home life 1= anything but
home life, he contended, and he said
there there are a larger proportion of
broken homes in the service than in
any other occupation, in proportion.
While the speaker brought out the need
of a more adequate pension law for local
firemen, and heartily advocated free
rides on street cars for the men of the
service while in uniform, in his opinion
the increase in force seems to be the
most urgent need of the department.

The speaker compared the old days of
the fire department, when there was but
one engine in the old engine house at
19th and H streets, with the system
today. The moving pictures, which were
especially appreciated by the large gath-
ering of members of the Interior De-
partment club in attendance, showed
views of the department in action. One
reel showed scenes at the Galt feed
store fire.

ALEXANDRIA AFFAIRS

Search for Ralph Johnson,
Long Missing, Proves Futile.

NO SOLUTION OF MYSTERY

William Lucas Receives Bad Cut at
Hands ef James Wil-
liams—Briefs.

Special Correspondence of The Star.

ALEXANDRIA, Va., February 13.—
All efforts to trace the whereabouts of
Ralph Johnson, twenty-one years old,
who has been missing from his home
in Fairfax county, a short distance
south of Alexandria, since Christmas
eve, are thus far barren of results.
Since his disappearance all clues fur-
nished the authorities of the county
have been run down, without success.
Hunting creek, where he is thought to
have been drowned, has been frequent-
ly dragged, but the work was frult-
less.

Johnson was last seen on Hunting
Creek road the night of December 24,
apparently on his way home, his par-
ents living a short distance from what
is known as Hunting Creek bridge.
The theory advanced by many ias that
he fell into the creek, which was
frozen at the time. A hole in the ice,
found the day afterward, strengthened
the bellef at the time that his body
rested beneath its frozen surface. Now
that the river is free of ice and the
creek has been thoroughly dragged
many are inclined to belleve that John-
son was not drowned, as first suspect-
ed. Just what has become of him is
apparently as much of a mystery today
as it was since search was first insti-
tuted for him.

Mrs. M. W. Conner Jead.

Willlam Lucas, colored, eighteen
vears old, was badly cut on the face
today with a knife by James Williams,
colored, about elghteen years old. The
affalr took place at Henry and Princess
streets. Lucas was taken in a car-
riage to the hospital and treated by
Dr. George T. Klipstein and afterward
left for his home.

Willlams ran to St. Elmo and took
a car for Washington, and later left
for Baltimore.

Mrs. M. W. Connor Dead.

Mrs. Margaret W. Conner, sixty-
nine years old, died this afternoon at
the home of her daughter, Mrs. Louise
B. Lirndner, 812 King street. The de-
ceased was the widow of George W.
Conner. Several children survive her.
The funeral arrangements have mnot
yet been made.

General Mention.

A minstrel performance will be given
Monday and Tuesday evenings in the
Young Men's Sodality Lyceum Hall un-
der the direction of Tom Trodden of
Washington.

Employes of the city post office were
kept busy today dispatching and re-
ceiving wvalentines. More of the card
variety were exchanged this year than
ever before, it is said.

Arrangements have been completed
by Alva Aerie, No. 871, Fraternal Order
of Eagles, for the reception which will
be tendered the Washington members
of the order Wednesday night.

The regular monthly meeting of the
board of police commissioners will be
held Wednesday night.

Ross T. Elliott has =old to Richard
Murphy two building lots on the square
bounded by Alfred, Patrick, Montgom-
ery and Mandeville's lines.

Friendshlp Council, No.
ters of Liberty, will attend a George
Washington birthday party February
23, glven by Hope Council, No. 1, of
Washington.

The Northern Virginia Live Stock and
Poultry Association is considering the
question of holding an exhibition here in
the early fall.

Jesuit Educator Is Dead.
KANSAS CITY, Mo., February 13.—
Rev. Father Martin P. Dowling, for-
mer president of Creighton College,
Omaha, and one of the leading Jesuit
educators In the United States, dled
here today.

Republican Club here today.

The speaker outlined a plan for an
international conference of the repub-
lles of America, to supplemeat the
work that is now being done by the
governing board of the Pan-American
Union. Dr. Rowe sald such a confer-
ence should take up consideration of
the neutralization of all Inter-Amer-
ican commerce, irrespective of the na-
tionality of the wvessel, and the exten-
slon to all waters of this continent of the
principle formulated by the United
States, that hovering of belligerent
vessels near the coast line of the United
States for the purpose of molesting
commerce would be regarded as a dis-
tinctly unfriendly act.

Should Go to Cape Horn.

‘“*Through the concerted action of the
republics of the American continent,”
sald Dr. Rowe, *“this principle shoula
be made applicable from our Canadian
frontler to Cape Horn. Its practical ef-
fect would be to eliminate belligerent
.operations from all American waters,
and would thus serve notice on Europe
that the war must be carried on in
}!:urope. and not transferred to Amer-

ca.

“It is a mistake to suppose that such
concerted action on the part of the re-
publics of the American continent will
be interpreted as unfriendly to any
European power. On the contrary, our
friendly relations with these powers
have everything to gain by making our
position clear and unequivocal. It s
only a vaclllating policy that leads to
irritation.”

Federico Alfonso Pezet, minister from
Peru to the United States, answering
the question “What can the United
States do for BSouth America?” =said:
“It can learn the tastes and needs of
each of these twenty mations. Latin
America will meet any effort of yours
with wide-open arms. We will stand
by you and with you. Once the United
States shows it is the true friend of
Latin America, It will the
United States in every emergency.”

“Naive,” Da Gama Says.

Domicio Da Gama, ambassador from
Brazil, begged to be excused from dis-
cussing “such & nalve subject” as re-
ciprocal dutles, but added: *“I want,
however, to congratulate my col-
leagues from other SBouth Amerlcan re-
publics for their courage and temerity
in entering on this question.

*] want you to understand,” he added,
“that we in Washington recognize in
the fullest degree, despite all questiona
of politics, the great qualities of the
President in bhis effort to steer the ship
of state in the right path at this crit-
fcal juncture.”

In conclusion he proposed a toast to
the President, which was given with
cheers.

Dr. Don Gonzalo 8. Cordova, minister
from Ecuador, read a lengthy paper
which argued the necessity of a mer-
chant marine for the two Americas and
the establishment of an adequate
credit system. =

WANTS NEUTRAL SAILORS.

Germany Makes Request of U. 5. as
to Manning of Vessels.

Formal request by Germany to the
United States that all ship owners be
requested to man vessels bound for
German ports with subjects of neutral
countries occasioned little surprise in
official circles here last night.

This policy was believed to be a
sequel to the detention for several days
of sailors from the American steamer
Greenbrier after she delivered a cargo
of cotton at Bremen.

As neutral vessels may touch in
enemy ports on return journeys the
German military authorities are
anxious to prevent natives of those
countries from revealing military in-
formation to those wi whom they
are in sympathy.

Department Announcement.

The following sannouncement was
issued by the Btate Department last
night:

“The Department of State has been
informed by the imperial German am-
bassador that his government deems it
of extreme importance to military in-
terests that while this war lasts neu-
tral merchant vessels visiting German
ports be manned by subjects of neu-
tral states only. The ambassador de-
sires that this information be glven
to the American interests concermed.”

LOSES BIG ROLL OF MONEY.

Michael J. Whelan Reports About
$1,000 Missing From His Pockets.
A roll of billg amounting to between

$900 and $1,000 which Michael J. Whe-

lan of 1117 Clifton street northwest
wrapped in a bundle and placed in his
pocket at his store, 1117 H street
northeast, shortly after 11 o'clock last
night, was misaing when he reached

home, according to a report made to
the police of the ninth precinct last

night.
Mr. Whelan offered a reward for ita

recovery.

GOVERNORS ARE ELECTED.

Members of University Club Hold
Their Annual Meeting.

A new board of governors was elect-
eod by the members of the University
Club at the annual meeting of that or-
ganization last night. Col. Myron M.
Parker, president of the club, and Oli-
ver 5. Metzerott were re-elected. New
members chosen are Dr. D. W. Shea,
Henry H. Flather and Claude N. Ben-
nett. A new sadmissions committee,
consisting of F. W. Brandenburg, An-
gelee Contl, Parker Van P. Dodgs, H.
R. Cox and Arthur McConville, also was
elected. Officers of the club who will
serve during the year will be selected
at a meeting of the board of directors
to be held durin gthe latter part of the
month.

According to reports submitted &t last
night's meeting the year just closed
was one of the most successful In the
history of the club.

Peace Advocates Imprisoned. .
BERLIN, February 13.— Reports
reaching* here from Milan, Italy, say

ernment has imprisoned seven deputies
at Cettinje, on account of thelr agita-

tion for peace.
.

~ Finding it a serious setback to the ds-
wvelopment of rifle clubs, Secretary Garri-
son has rescinded his order of last month
prohibiting the sale of army rifles tb
National Rifle Association clubs.

Officials of the assoclation reported that
within the last six months membership
in the clubs had Increased to more than
8,000 civillans, who are receiving wolon-

tary training. The weapon supplied to
these clubs s the Krag-Jorgensen
rifie, formerly used in the army, but for
which the modernized Springfield haa been
substituted. The discarded rifles are
stored in government arsenals for the
equipment of volunteers in time of war,

SAYS GERMAN LOSSES
WILL TOTAL 953,207

Red Cross Assistant Tells of Ter-
rible Fighting in Poland
and East Prussia.

Special Dispatch to The Star.

NEW TYORK, February 13.—Capt P.
B. Nelson, an American who has been
doing Red Cross work with the German
army, returned today on the Holland-
American llner Nieuw Amsterdam
with storles of the terrible fighting In
Poland and East Prussia. He said the
Russianas were no match for the Ger-
mans, and that the battles in many
cases developed into nothing more than
slaughter of Russians, who were desert-
ing In thousands, and that thousands
more were being taken prisoners.

Regarding the German losses in the

war Capt. Nelson said that befores he
left Berlin a general casualty list was
issued contalning names of killed
wounded and missing. He sald the list
contained 953,207 names.
In Russian Peoland, Capt. Nelson sald,
the Germans demonstrated the Iinfer-
iority of the Russlan soldlers to such
an extent that it seemed but mere mur-
der of Russians. He sald the Germans
were using many tricks to attract de-
serters from the Russian trenches.

Alleges Russian Atrocities

Questioned concerning alleged atroo-
ities in the eastern fighting, Capt.
Nelson sald the omly atrocl..es he had
witnessed were ip East Prussia.

“Here,” he said, “I saw German boys
with the tendons of their right arms
cut by Russian soldiers so the boys
would be useless for fightlng."”

Capt. Nelson also spoke of an “eleo=
tric flash” that the Germans wers
using with much success in their fight-
ing in East Prussia. It was used at
night, he sald, to draw Russian fire,
It was fired llke a field gun, but in-
stead of throwing shell emitted a
blinding lomg flash. This apparatus, he
sald, was placed usually In thick
woods. It was used to cover the firing
of the German artillery, the Russians
invariably firing at the electric flash,
which was posted far away from any
German troops.

About the fighting in the west Capt.
Nelson sald It was apparent that iLae
Germans were not trying to make any
headway there. They were content to
hold their positions, he said, and gave
it as his opinion that the ies would
require approximately four men to the
Germans' one before they could begin
to make any success of their effort te
drive out the Germans.

WELL KNOWN WRITER DEAD,

Mrs. James Newcomb Davis Suo-
cumbs After Long Iliness.

Mra. James
known literary woman and a resident

Friday afternoon at George Washing-
ton University Hospital, following an
illneas of several weeks. Funeral serv-
ices have mot been arranged, friends
state, owing to the serious iliness of
Mr. Davis.

Mrs. Davis was a native of Virginia
and was a descendent of Chief Justice
Marshall. She began her education in
Washington in what was called a
“play school,” the forerunner of the
kindergarten. Later she went to Mme,
Buell's school, where one of her class-
mates was Nellie Grant.

Mrs. Davis was a prolific writer, con-
tributing to newspapers and magazines
under the name of Nannie G. Marshall
Davis to the time of her death. She
was & member of the Woman's Na-
tional Press Association, the Southern
Rellef Soclety, St. Paul's Episcopal
[Church, Esther Chapter of the Eastern
Star, the District Federation of Wom-
an's Clubs and many other organiza~
tions.

PEACE CENTENARY RITES.

Services Will Be Held in. 100,000
Churches in U. S. and Canada.

NEW YORK, February 13.—Tomor-
row, the Sunday nearest to the date of
the ratification of the treaty of Ghent,
celebration services over the comple-
tion of a century of peace between the
United States and the British empire
will be held in mnearly 100,000 places of
worship In the United SBtates and Can-
ada, the American centenary

committes announced tonight
Exercises in the Bunday schools eof
will also

ing Coal Company’s Pay-—
WALSENBURG, Col, Febfuary 13—
William Dick, an official of the Pinon
Supply Company, was shot, killed amd
robbed by unknown persons late todsy
near Laveta. He was carrying approx-
tmately $10,000 in currency to pay th&
employes of the Oakdale Coal Com-
pany. .
Dick was attacked while in his auto-
moblle filve miles from Walsenburs,
supposedly by two Mexicans, according:
to reports recelved here.
The robbers fled to the foothills
after rifling the pockets of the slain
man, but failed to find $6,500 in cur-
rency locked in a compartment of the
machine. They are being pursued by _
a posse.

To Speak on Socialism.
James Hugh Ketley is to speak before
the socialist meeting at 811 E street
northwest this evening at 8:15 o'clock
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Newcomb Davis, well

the United States and Canada
relate to the peace centenary. «
DEATH COMES SUDDENLY, - ° 3
: SR
Mrs, Virginia Marshall Fatally
Stricken While on Street. < 1030%
Mrs. Virginia Marshall, sixty-five 22
years old, of 921 F street northwest] ..~
was found in an unconscious conditign
at the corner of 10th and F streets
northwest early this morning by M. B. "¢
Mallan of 820 Connecticut avenme ° >
northwest. She was removed to Emers-= =" .
gency Hospital, where she @led dm -—og
about five minutes. = %0y e
Death is supposed to have beaen .#ﬁ.-,,-‘.‘
to natural causes. The coroner e
make an investigation. il _—
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